FoBRA Transport Report — May/June 2024

North Parade Bridge Closure

North Parade Bridge is currently closed for maintenance works. The scheduled closure time is six
weeks from 20 May, although inevitably this may vary depending on what is found by engineers
when the work is under way. The B&NES newsroom announcement is here:
https://newsroom.bathnes.gov.uk/news/temporary-closure-north-parade-bridge-maintenance-
works

Liveable Neighbourhoods Update

B&NES has recently announced two further trials under their Liveable Neighbourhoods programme.
As advised previously, trial interventions are undertaken under an “Experimental Traffic Regulation
Order” (ETRO), under the applicable national legislation (Road Traffic Regulation Act). The ETROs are
a phase of the consultation process, with temporary changes being trialled in situ for a finite period
of time. During the trial B&NES would monitor effects of the changes and carry out further
consultation. At the end of the trial period (maximum 18 months) they would be removed or made
permanent. Individual member RAs are advised to check the ETRO plans in locations where they
may be considered relevant by any of their residents (whether inside or outside the area to receive
that LN intervention), and residents should contact officers (email address: LNs@bathnes.gov.uk )
and seek any necessary further clarification from their Ward Councillors if they have any questions.

There are currently three LN ETRO trials under way or impending as follows:
(i) The ETRO trial at Sydney Road (covered in our last report) started in April, for info see
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/sydneyroadETRO

(ii) From the target date of 27 May 2024 a one-way system will be trialled for motorists along
Charmouth Road, Lyme Road and Lyme Gardens in Newbridge, Bath. For information about the
interventions to be trialled under this ETRO see this webpage:
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/lymeroadetro

(iii) From mid-July 2024 three linked traffic restrictions are to be trialled in the lower Lansdown area.
Information about the interventions to be trialled can be found here:
https://newsroom.bathnes.gov.uk/news/date-set-three-trial-traffic-restrictions-bath

As the above ETRO trials are proceeding on different timescales you should refer to the relevant
page for information about the timetable for any that could be relevant to your RA area:
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/current-etro-trials-2024

RA representatives are reminded that the above are taken from a list of 15 locations that have been
prioritised for potential LN interventions. Your members are able to monitor progress on any of the
15 locations that may be relevant to their area via this page: https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/your-
liveable-neighbourhoods

WECA Somer Valley Links
Ideas for improvements of the transport links in the Somer Valley-Bath corridor were consulted on in
summer 2023. The elements of the plan relating to southern parts of Bath and particularly the
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Wellsway are of interest to a number of member RAs. B&NES has now approved funding for design
work and preparation of a Full Business Case and there will then be a further round of consultation.
Further information is available via this page: https://newsroom.bathnes.gov.uk/news/ambitious-
ps152million-somer-valley-travel-scheme-set-next-step

Rail services

We don’t usually have reason to mention rail services, but WECA’s recent announcement of
increased use of local rail services since the introduction of half-hourly train services to and from
Bristol Temple Meads seems worthy of mention! Cumulatively the two routes affected, between
Bristol and Gloucester, and between Bristol and Westbury (the latter benefitting B&NES residents
accessing services at Keynsham, Oldfield Park, Bath Spa and Freshford) were reported to have
clocked up more than 3.4 million journeys, corresponding to year-on-year increase in passengers of
27%. This tends to support the hypothesis that reliability and frequency of public transport services
play a strong role in increasing take-up.

REMINDER: Accessing information about B&NES transport-related consultations

For any RA representatives not already aware of them, these two webpages can be a useful source
of information on evolution of proposals on transport-related matters that may be relevant to your
own area:

Current consultations page (consultations currently open): https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/current-
consultations

Travel and Transport consultations (links to information and timelines on various transport-related
projects): https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/travel-and-transport-consultations

Ceris Humphreys 23 May 2024
Transport Lead
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